PROCRASTINATIONS

when he was assessed as normal size. D., also an outsize in height (I ought to
say that she protests against the insinuation and says she is only five feet eight
inches and fairly slim), escaped public humiliation by being provided with
His Highne&'s mule. This extremely kind attention was due to Sultan
'Umar who, before leaving Mukalla for India, left directions that the mule
which he himself had ridden on his journey to the Hadhramaut should be
offered to D. When we had completed all our arrangements we were
overwhelmed by the' Qu'aiti authorities stepping in, taking over all the
transport and insisting on paying all our expenses from Mukalla to Du'an.

At last dawned Monday, November 5th, the day on which we should
have started, and until the afternoon we urged the necessity of going, but
of course in the morning, when the baggage ought to have left, neither
camels nor donkeys appeared, though Ba 'Ubeid brought along the beduin
to make a final inspection of the loads. Two porters also came to see what
they would have to carry. It seemed to us that there was very little,
though what there was was of rather unusual shapes and included a range-
finder, a tin case of maps, a cinema camera, a plane table and its legs, &nd
some thermos flasks. When they had seen it they said "Is -this all ?" Were
assured that it was, laughed, and went away and that was the last we saw
of them. Another pair were then brought and they took the job on.

At three o'clock we sent the baggage downstairs in the hope that some--
thing might happen, and an hour later three camels were brought into the
garden to be loaded. The camel-men then proceeded to select their packages
with customary gesticulation and argument, and tie them together in
loads of equal weight. After further delay donkeys were brought as our
load was too much for the camels alone. When at last the animals were
laden it was much too late to start, so it was arranged that the baggage
would go on to Tila as Sufla and we would go there by car the next day.

When at last all the animals were loaded the procession moved out of
the garden and through the western gate, and we were not in the least
surprised to see it stop there, at Therb, the camel park. The camels were
couched and the donkeys were unloaded. Their first day's march, perhaps
two hundred yards, was over.

When this excitement was at an end' Ali Hakim came in to say that the
mule was below. 'Ali Hakim, who to paucity of inches combines generosity
of girth as well as of heart, got on it to show off its paces. Sultdn Salim
assisted by applying his stick to the mule's hindquarters, and though the
gallant * Ali was not thrown off he was unable to remain on. Much to